Western Society for Physical
Education of College Women
Spring 2017 Newsletter
President’s
Message
A note from
Maria J. Veri
To begin this Spring 2017 newsletter, I’d like
to reflect back to last year’s annual meeting
of WSPECW and thank Michele Barr and
her planning committee for organizing such
a successful 2016 conference, and for
inviting two wonderful speakers in Andrea
Becker and Diane Ross to share their
professional experiences, personal
reflections, and all-around positive energy
with us throughout the weekend. And, I
especially want to acknowledge Michele for
her continuing commitment to maintaining
Western Society as a vibrant organization
for women in Kinesiology.
I hope that this year’s conference will
continue Michele’s theme of Paying it
Forward and Giving Back, and indeed build
on the rich tradition of Western Society
throughout its 90+ year history. Our 2017
conference theme is Nevertheless, She
Persisted: Embracing Social Justice in
Kinesiology and Sport. I’m very excited to
announce that we will have two keynote
speakers: Susan Sullivan and Layshia
Clarendon.
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Susan Sullivan is the Founder and
Executive Director of the Women Sports
Film Festival, a documentary film festival
that celebrates female athletes and
storytellers. She is the director of the awardwinning short film, First Clue, and the
recipient of a 2014 National Mediamaker
Fellowship from the Bay Area Video
Coalition. She has over 15 years of
experience as a producer of special events.
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The Women Sports Film Festival celebrates
female athletes and storytellers through
documentary film. Launched in July 2016,
the inaugural festival program included 17
documentary feature and short films about
women and girls from four continents
participating in eleven different sports
screened over three days. The festival will
return to Oakland, California for the second
annual festival from September 28-30,
2017. For more information,
visit www.womensportsfilm.com. Follow
the festival at @womensportsfilm
(twitter/instagram) and /womensportsfilm
(facebook). Susan will be screening one
short and one feature length documentary
from the festival’s 2017 program for us.

Layshia Clarendon is the point guard for
the Atlanta Dream of the WNBA and a
former standout player at the University of
California, Berkeley. A self-identified
biracial, gay, Christian, non-cisgender
person, Clarendon uses her platform as a
professional athlete to advance positive
social change and address issues related to
racism, homophobia, and transphobia in
sport and society. In addition to a growing
number of public speaking engagements,

Clarendon has written personal essays for
publications such as The Players’ Tribune
(https://www.theplayerstribune.com/layshiaclarendon-wnba-faith-sexuality/) and Esquire
(http://www.esquire.com/newspolitics/a45824/layshia-clarendon-genderbinaries/). I am thrilled that she will be
contributing to our social justice program.
I am also happy to announce that our 2017
banquet speaker is Camille O’Bryant,
Professor of Kinesiology and Associate Dean,
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. Camille’s career in
academia is a distinguished one. Among her
many accolades and leadership contributions
to Kinesiology are the following: president of
WSPECW; President of NAKHE; fellow,
National Association of Kinesiology in Higher
Education; recipient of the 2014-15 Cal Poly
Distinguished Teaching Award; and recipient
of the E.B. Henderson and Rachel E. Bryant
awards from the Society of Health and
Physical Educators of America (SHAPE
America).
Throughout her career,
Camille has been committed
to enhancing student success,
inclusivity, diversity, and
social justice in Kinesiology
and higher education. Those
of us who know Camille
personally and have had the
pleasure of working with her and attending
conferences with her can all attest to her
positive energy and encouraging, supportive
presence. Camille and I share the distinction
of having been mentored and professionally
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and personally influenced by the great Joy
DeSensi, one of the guiding lights of our
profession. Camille has always been a
beacon for me in Western Society, and I
couldn’t think of a better person to address
the Society on the final night of a
conference devoted to social justice.
A big thank you to my wonderful
Conference Planning Committee: Nicole
Bolter (Program Chair), Missy Wright
(Conference Manager), Rita Liberti, Claire
Williams, Laura Jones Petranek, and
ZaNean McClain for all of their
contributions to this year’s program. I hope
you will consider submitting a proposal for
a poster or oral presentation, as well as
encourage your colleagues and graduate
students to do the same. In addition to our
refereed scholarly sessions, we are going to
kick off this year’s conference with a special
session devoted to applied practice and
social justice in kinesiology. Stay tuned for
more details in our fall newsletter.
Please also consider submitting a
nomination for one of WSPECW’s
professional awards. These monetary
awards have provided valuable support to
graduate students and faculty members and
serve as just one way the Society
contributes to the professional development
of women in Kinesiology.

For those of you who have the financial
means to do so, I hope you will consider
making a donation to relevant WSPECW
programs and funds. More information can
be found about these throughout the
newsletter. The generosity of Western Society
members throughout the years has supported
initiatives like support-a-sister and helped
defray the increasing costs of running our
annual conference. To help with the latter
concern, we have shortened the conference
program this year (as discussed at the 2016
business meeting) to include one less night;
the conference will begin Friday afternoon
and continue through the banquet Saturday
evening. It’s going to be a jam-packed
conference, full of what we hope are many
highlights! The planning committee and I are
redoubling efforts to advertise the conference
to a broader base, and ask that you join us in
this endeavor by spreading the word in your
departments, national organizations, and
professional circles.
Finally, thank you to Nicole Bolter and all of
the contributors to this newsletter. I greatly
appreciate your time and commitment to
WSPECW.
I wish you all the best as the academic year
draws to close. Benji Bolter and I look
forward to seeing you in Asilomar in
November.
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2017 Officer Candidates
WSPECW
Executive Board
President

Maria Veri, Ph.D.
San Francisco State
University

President-Elect

Melissa Mache, Ph.D.
Cal State University, Chico

Past President

Michele Barr, Ed.D.
Cal State Fullerton

Treasurer

Diane Higgs, M.A.
Cal State Long Beach

Secretary

ZáNean McClain, Ph.D.
Cal State East Bay

Honorary/Emeritae/
Necrology

Elaine McHugh, Ph.D.
Sonoma State University

Member at Large
Kim Fox, M.S.
CSU Long Beach

Member at Large

Emily Houghton, Ph.D.
Fort Lewis College

Nomination for President-Elect
Emily Houghton, Ph.D.
Emily became a member of Western
Society in 2015 and was the Conference
Program Chair for the 2016 Conference.
Emily received her Ph.D. in Kinesiology
from the University of Minnesota—Twin
Cities in 2013, an M.S. in Management
New England College in Henniker, N.H., an M.S. in
Kinesiology from University of Illinois—Chicago, and a B.A.
in American Studies from Elmira College in N.Y. She joined
the Exercise Science Department at Fort Lewis College in
2012 and primarily teaches courses within the Sport
Administration major. She recently won the Fort Lewis
College New Faculty Teaching Award in Spring 2017. Emily's
research interests include the intersection of race, class and
gender in sport management, media portrayals of athletes,
the ways in which audiences interpret media depictions as
well as social media use and consumption within sport.

Nomination for Member At Large
Missy Wright, Ph.D.
E. Missy Wright, Ph.D. is an assistant
professor of Kinesiology at California State
University East Bay. Missy attained her
doctorate specializing in psychosocial aspects
of sport and physical activity from Michigan
State University in 2013. At East Bay, Missy has taught courses
in critical inquiry in Kinesiology, sport and exercise psychology,
women and sport, and social inclusion in physical activity. She
especially values conducting community-engaged research,
with her research examining inclusivity with youth sport and
physical activity settings. She has served on the governing
board of the Center for Sport and Social Justice at CSUEB and is
the incoming co-director for 2017-2018. Missy has attended
WSPECW since 2013 and served as conference manager for the
2016 and upcoming 2017 conference.
www.wspecw.org
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2017 Election of Officers
If you are a current, dues paying member of WSPECW, you may vote in the
2017 WSPECW elections.
You can vote one of two ways:
(1)
(2)

Vote online using Survey Monkey. Copy and paste the following link into a
web browser https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZZ2XJKX to take you to
the ballot.
Mail in a hard copy ballot. Complete the ballot below and mail to Past
President Michele Barr at the address listed on the ballot.

Complete the online ballot or mail your ballot by Friday, May 19, 2017
Contact Past President Michele Barr at mbarr@fullerton.edu with any questions.
WSPECW 2017 Ballot
Please put a check mark next to the candidate for whom you wish to vote
Nomination for President-elect
______ Emily Houghton
______ Write-in Candidate __________________________________
Nomination for Member-At-Large-elect
______ Missy Wright
______ Write-in Candidate __________________________________
Mail ballot to:
Michele L. Barr
24701 Cordova Drive
Dana Point, CA 92629
www.wspecw.org
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93rd Annual WSPECW Conference
Nevertheless, She Persisted:
Embracing Social Justice in
Kinesiology and Sport
November 17-19, 2017
Asilomar Conference Grounds, Pacific Gove, CA
http://www.visitasilomar.com/

Keynote Speaker: Susan Sullivan

Founder and Executive Director of the Women Sports Film Festival
www.womensportsfilm.com

Keynote Speaker: Layshia Clarendon
Point guard for the Atlanta Dream of the WNBA
http://www.wnba.com/player/layshia-clarendon/

Banquet Speaker: Camille O’Bryant

Professor of Kinesiology and Associate Dean, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
http://www.kinesiology.calpoly.edu/content/faculty/profiles/camille_obryant

Conference Planning Committee

Nicole Bolter, Conference Program Chair
nbolter@sfsu.edu
Missy Wright, Conference Manager
missy.wright@csueastbay.edu
Committee Members: Rita Liberti, Claire Williams,
Laura Jones Petranek, and ZaNean McClain
For more information and to register, visit http://www.wspecw.org/annual-conference
and join our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/wspecw/
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PROFESSIONAL AWARDS &
ABSTRACTS

Western Society for Physical Activity of College Women
2017 Annual Conference
Call for Professional Awards Nominations:
http://www.wspecw.org/awards

Emerging Professional Award
President's Educational Equity Scholarship
Professional Development Grant
Nomination Deadline: October 1, 2017

Call for Abstracts:

http://www.wspecw.org/submit-an-abstract

Oral Presentations and Poster Presentations
Submissions Accepted: August 15, 2017 – October 1, 2017
(Notification of abstract acceptance on a rolling basis)

Click on each of the hyperlinks above to find out more about the nomination
criteria and instructions for professional awards and abstracts.
New members welcome to apply!!
New
members
welcome
to apply!

Congratulations to our 2016 award winner!
President’s Educational Equity Scholarship:
Dulce H. Gomez, San Francisco State University

Contact Claire Williams, Professional Activities Chair,
with any questions: cmw9@stmarys-ca.edu
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2017 New Member Profiles
Dulce Gomez
Dulce is a 2nd year graduate student at San
Francisco State University. She received the 2016
WSPECW President's Educational Equity
Scholarship and the Graduate Student Award for
Distinguished Achievement in SFSU’s
Kinesiology Department. Along with being a
Teaching Assistant, Research Assistant for the
SF-BUILD Project, and Lab Coordinator, she is
finishing her thesis examining active virtual
reality games as an alternative avenue for
exercise for individuals interested in video
games. Her Big Sister is Ann F. Maliszewski.

Emily Hardell
Emily is earning her master’s degree in
Kinesiology with an emphasis in Exercise
Physiology at San Jose State University. She
began her professional journey in Silicon Valley
working for Intel Corporation in business
planning and logistics. As an emerging academic
researcher, her interests include youth sport,
expert development in sport, and women in
sport. As an athlete, coach, and parent, Emily has
a passion and professional interest to develop
strong, empowered young female athletes
through sport. Her Big Sister is Diane Ross.

This is your opportunity to invite a colleague, no matter where they are in the country!
Our membership will only grow if you help!
As a current member, you have the power to:
•

Invite a colleague to present at the conference or simply think about attending

•

Encourage this new member to apply for a Professional Award

•

Send an electronic copy of the Spring Newsletter to potential new members and promote
our wonderful organization!

Share these facts and benefits of joining Western:
•

Joining a 90+ year all women organization; we’re professional, collegial, and dedicated to
the concerns of women in physical education, human movement, and kinesiology!

•

The first time a member of WSPECW attends a conference, conference fees are waived!

•

The ability to network with other women in higher education in a fabulous location that
can’t be beat!

•

Share with them why you continue to be a member and return year after year!
www.wspecw.org
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Honorary, Emeritae, and Necrology
Nominations for Honorary Membership

Honorary memberships shall be given to women who have been members of the
Society for a period of at least eight to ten years immediately prior to retirement from
teaching or administration in physical education, and who have given outstanding
service to the Society.
Nomination Criteria:
• Elective office or member of the Executive Board.
• Member or Chair of committees.
• Participant on conference programs (panel member, speaker).
If you have a candidate to nominate, please forward the following information to
Elaine McHugh at elaine.mchugh@sonoma.edu by SEPTEMBER 15, 2017
§
§
§
§
§
§

Name of nominee
Institution at the time of retirement
Date of retirement
Your name
Your email address
A description of how the nominee meets the criteria (include a resumé if
possible)

Emeritae Membership

Emeritae membership is conferred upon notification of retirement to those who have
been active members of the Society eight out of the ten years immediately prior to
retirement from the institution with which she has been affiliated. If you or someone
you know has retired recently, please send their name and institutional affiliation to
Elaine McHugh at elaine.mchugh@sonoma.edu

Necrology Notice

If you know of recently deceased WSPECW members, please send the following
information to Elaine McHugh at elaine.mchugh@sonoma.edu
§ Your name
§ Your address
§ Name of Deceased
§ Most recent institutional affiliation
§ Name and address of person who could write a memorial statement

www.wspecw.org
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In Memory of …
Losses in the WSPECW family last year

Reba Y. Lucey

Joan D. Johnson

M. Kathryn Scott

A Tribute to Dr. Joy T. DeSensi
From Maria J. Veri

It is with a heavy heart indeed that I share news of the passing of Dr. Joy T. DeSensi,
University of Tennessee Chancellor’s Professor emerita. Joy passed away on Saturday
April 1, 2017 after a hard-fought battle with a recurrence of cancer. She was a beacon in the
fields of Sport Management, Sport Philosophy, and Sport Sociology, and a great champion
of inclusiveness, social justice, and women’s empowerment. Joy served as President of
NAKHE and SAWPASH, and was a friend to Western Society. Many in our organization
knew her either as a colleague, a mentor, or a friend. For me, I had the great privilege of
knowing her as all three. Almost twenty years into my academic career, and it continues
to be Joy’s example that I strive to live up to in the classroom. I, along with the many
others whose lives she touched, will miss her greatly. For more about Joy’s legacy, please
click here: http://krss.utk.edu/2017/04/04/joy-desensi-athlete-scholar-and-ut-leader/.
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President’s Scholarship Fund
A note from President, Maria Veri

New Members & First Time Conference Attendees
The President’s Scholarship Fund, created by Gail Evans in 2000, provides funding for new
members who are Assistant Professors (tenure track) and first-time attendees to a
WSPECW conference. The money can be applied toward the cost of attending the
conference.
Please submit your application (or nomination) outlining the number of years at your
current institution, how you heard about WSPECW, and why you want to join/attend the
conference. Submit applications or nominations to Maria Veri (mjveri@sfsu.edu) with the
subject heading “President’s Scholarship”.

Memorial Fund

A note from Past President, Michele Barr
The WSPECW Memorial Fund is an avenue for us to remember a departed member of the
WSPECW family. We ask that you consider celebrating the life of a past member by giving
a charitable donation in her name.
The Memorial Fund may be used for the enhancement of the Annual Conference Program
by dedicating one session each conference to the memory of a deceased member of
WSPECW. This money may pay for a very special or exceptional speaker, securing an
outstanding film, or another innovative idea. Any use of the Memorial Fund will be
acknowledged in the Annual Conference Program and throughout the Conference.
Contributions to the Memorial Fund are placed in a specific and separate WSPECW bank
account. The President and/or the Treasurer receive contributions from a donor and,
naturally, the donation is tax deductible, as are all donations to WSPECW.
Donations can be submitted directly to our Treasurer, Diane Higgs. Contact her at
diane.higgs@csulb.edu for submission details.
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2016 Financial Statement
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Anticipated Budget for 2017
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Thank you to our WSPECW Donors!
Thank you to the following WSPECW women for your donations for 2016:
•
•
•
•

Bobbi Bennett
Gail Evans
Elaine McHugh
Lynda Ransdell

•
•
•

Jane Threadgood
Eula West
Claire Williams

Any contributions may be earmarked for a special fund or contribute to the General
Fund of the Society.
If you are considering donating and do not have a preference, the Presidential
Scholarship and Memorial Fund are in need of increased funds.
Other special funds include: Professional Development, Historical Records, Equity Fund,
and Emerging Professional.
Those wishing to donate can make checks payable to WSPECW and send to:
WSPECW
Diane Higgs
4450 Faculty Ave.
Long Beach, CA 90808
Questions email: diane.higgs@csulb.edu

Words of Wise Women

Pictured: Lindsay
Petranek holding
Benji Bolter

“Surfing is not something you do; it is
something you are. That’s because
surfing is not a sport; it is a way of
being. Riding a wave takes you from
the ordinary way and for a few seconds,
slips you into the extraordinary way of
being.”
– Michele Barr

Pictured: Benji
Bolter holding
WSPECW mug

If you would like to contribute to future newsletters, please contact Nicole Bolter at nbolter@sfsu.edu.
www.wspecw.org

